Botanically, the species are difficult of classification, this genus being easy of modification through change of environment and cultivation. CO par, and give the impression that the collection of sap is begun at once. (Fig. 4.) The dexterity of the workmen in preparing the plants with the aid of a medium size knife is remarkable. In Durango a stout oak palanca, or lever (see fig. 2 ), 54 inches long, is used to pry away the leaves in order to get at the heart of the plant, and the machete (see fig.   5 ) is used to cut the leaves. The lever probably points to a period before the introduction of the iron machete 
